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Heritage Reunion 2011 
Main Post Chapel 

Saturday October 22nd 

7:30-8:30     Registration 

8:45 -9:00   Heritage Slideshow 

9:00  Color Guard 

 Command Welcome 

 Drawing- 1st Door Prize 

 Group Photo 

10:00-4:30 Reunion Booths and Refreshments 

12:00-1:30 Lunch on the grounds 

12:00-4:30 Self-Guided Cemetery/Homestead Tours 

 

Sunday October 23rd 

10:00-11:00 Worship Service @ Heritage Memorial Park 

11:00-4:30 Bus & Self  Guided Cemetery/Homestead Tours 

October 22nd & 23rd 
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Door Prizes will be awarded throughout the day 

on Saturday. 

You will need to be present to win.   

Gator  built 
them 

We are having lunch on the 

grounds  

Saturday. 

         Bring  a covered dish or a dessert to  

 share. 

                      Chicken, and BBQ  will be provided 
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Nathan “Jerry” Broussard  Nathan “Jerry” Broussard   

Behind the ScenesBehind the Scenes  

You may not know Nathan, if referred to by his given 

name.  You may not know him at all but if either is true 

then it is time for you to be introduced to ‘Jerry’ as we 

all know him.  Jerry is retired military, a 20 year veteran 

who has worked with the Fort Polk Environmental and 

Natural Resource Management Division (ENRMD) in 

the Department of Public Works since 2003.  Every or-

ganization has personnel who are keys in carrying out a 

group’s mission.  Jerry is one and is presently a GIS Ana-

lyst who organizes, archives, and produces finished maps 

used in the daily efforts of ENRMD.  Producing quality 

maps is a very technical process mostly using electronics 

in today’s world.  He is an expert in the use of ESRI 

computer software.   

To the right is a photo which includes some 

of his work.  Do you recognize the maps?   

If you have been to the Heritage Reunion at 

Fort Polk—Peason or looked at Heritage 

literature you have seen his professional 

handiwork.  The next time you drive up to a 

historic site during the Heritage Reunion 

and see an enlarged aerial photo of the area 

think, Jerry.  If you get turned around on a 

self guided tour and Jerry shows up to lead 

you out don’t be at all surprised.  He is very 

good at herding Heritage folk in the field to 

make sure they enjoy the day. 

Jerry is from historic Hineston, Rapides Parish, LA, a graduate of Oak Hill High School. Being from 

the general area he is familiar with West Central Louisiana history and is sensitive to our mission and 

the Heritage families.   

Now you know Jerry.  Be sure to say, Hi and thanks, when you see him. 

 

By:  Skip Cryer 
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Cheryl PerkinsCheryl Perkins  

Family BoothsFamily Booths  

Behind the ScenesBehind the Scenes  

Cheryl Perkins is another key person in the Heritage Program.  

Cheryl and her husband, Dalton (also a Heritage Family mem-

ber), reside in Leesville.   Aside from being a part of most of the 

Heritage families, Cheryl is heavily involved in The Heritage 

Reunion every year.   Her full time job is in the Plans, Readi-

ness and Operations Division here at Fort Polk.   You may 

have seen her singing gospel songs at Heritage Day last year or 

organizing family booths and helping those who have displays 

since she is in charge  of that whole room.  Be sure and let 

Cheryl know how much you appreciate the Family booth area 

this year when you visit. 

If you have attended a Heritage Day in the past 

five years, you have surely enjoyed the pictures, 

stories and writings shared at the family booths.    

Every year we are excited to see which families 

will be represented by family photos and stories. 

If you are interested in setting up a family        

display this year please contact Cheryl Perkins.   

She will make sure you have a table and a 

prime  location.   

Contact Cheryl  

 by email at: dpblp@bellsouth.net 

 by phone at  337-208-1876 
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Here is a list of the schools we know 
a little about: 

WhiskaChitta 

Pine Grove 

Cold Springs (1&2) 

Red Hill 

Center 

Groves 

Big Creek 

 

We are looking for information  

for these schools  

and any others that were on the 
range. 

Heritage Heritage 

SchoolsSchools  

Here is a list of the churches we know 
a little about: 

Red Hill 

Zion Hill  

Davis Missionary Baptist 

Mill Creek Pentecostal 

Big Creek Baptist 

Old Laurel Hill Baptist 

WhiskaChitta Pentecostal 

 

We are looking for information  

for these churches  

and any others that were on the range. 

Heritage Heritage 

ChurchesChurches  
After holding three mini workshops in 

May and June we have had great 
things happen. 

 We have made 15 new Heritage 
Family contacts. 

 We have had 6 new interviews. 

 19 graves have been identified or 
confirmed. 

 1 infant grave has been located 
and identified. 

More ProgressMore Progress  

Lonnie HaymonLonnie Haymon  

 

 

 

This is the 

same 

Lonnie 

Haymon 

several 

years after 

the  

recounted 

story on 

the next 

page. 
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This story was submitted by Gene Haymon 

 

According to Dempsey Haymon as told me by Gene Haymon, there is a ridge that starts near Byrd’s Creek and runs west-

erly through the woods that comes out on Hwy 171 south of Hwy 10 near what use to be Smokey’s BBQ.  Back then the 

area near Smokey’s BBQ was named Neame.  Dempsey told me that he got this story from Lonnie Haymon and Lonnie 

should know the truth of the story since it is all about him.  According to Dempsey, grandson of Lonnie and son of Floyd 

and Gertrude (Gertie) Jeane Haymon that the time was around Christmas of 1894.  The reason we know the date is because 

our Grampa Lonnie told us he was 12 years old at the time.  We know that Lonnie Haymon was born in 1882.  During this 

time, Lonnie said there was very little money.   Most of the buying and selling was done through bartering.   It seems that 

at Neame, at the end of the Ridge Road was a trading post.  So, in addition to the people along Byrd’s Creek going to 

Boyce to trade, they also would sometimes go down the Ridge Road to Neame to get their goods, especially their whiskey.  

In this particular year it was around Christmas time and many of the men of the community started talking about getting 

a little whiskey to help celebrate the holidays and, of course, try to pick up a few things for Christmas – mostly for food 

that they did not have during the rest of the year.   So the men got together and decided they would send Lonnie in a 

wagon down the Ridge Road to pick up their liquor.  They gathered all of the items they wanted to use to trade for the 

whiskey and other things like corn, dried peas, beans some had snake roots, loaded them in the wagon, hitched up the 

horses and Grampa, Henry Haymon, gave Lonnie some specific instructions on how to go down the Ridge Road, not to 

stray off the path and to make sure that he did not stop along the way at a particular establishment.  It seems that about 

halfway down the road there was a saloon that had been set up in a log building.  Grampa Henry gave Lonnie specific in-

structions that he would be in deep trouble if he made a stop there!!  Lonnie knew what that meant and he sure didn’t want 

to be punished by his dad.  So off to Neame went Lonnie with all of the goods loaded on the wagon.  As a 12 year old he was 

excited that the men had given him that responsibility and also, it gave him a little free time from the chores and down-

right hard work at home.  As he was riding down Ridge Road, however, about half way through his trip, he saw the saloon 

coming into sight.  As he got closer he noticed that several horses were hitched to the hitching post outside and curiosity 

got the best of him.  Surely, he could go inside and just take a peak.  Pa Henry would never find out and he would get a 

firsthand look at what a real saloon looked like on the inside.  He said that he slowly pulled his wagon up by the horses near 

the hitching post, got down off the wagon and tied his horses real good to the hitching post.  He said he wanted to make 

sure that nothing happened to his wagon and the horses while he was on the inside and he was also worried about the im-

pending punishment if something happened to his goods, the wagon or the horses.  His conscience was also bothering him 

real bad because he knew that his Pa Henry had specifically pointed out that this place was off limits to him.  Anyway, he 

walked up the steps to the saloon porch opened up the door and peered inside.  He said everything looked calm so he 

walked on inside.  However, just as he got inside, all hell broke loose.  He said there were two men sitting up at the bar and 

all of a sudden they started arguing and in a drunken stupor started fighting.  One thing led to another and before he knew 

it he was in the middle of a gun fight!  He said that he first crawled under a table and then he crawled from table to table as 

the bullets flew over him as he got closer and closer to the door.  Before reaching the door he said that he saw one of the 

men catch a bullet right in the chest, slump over and fall to the floor.  Lonnie said that by that time his heart was pound-

ing, his feet and legs grew limp and he could hardly carry himself as he ran out the door and down the steps quickly unty-

ing his wagon team.  He remembers that it seemed forever getting his team backed away from that saloon and when he did 

he left dust in the air flying down Ridge Road.  He told Dempsey that he just knew as he sat on the wagon that the one 

man left with the gun has one more bullet for him to silence his future testimony.  That didn’t happen and Lonnie was for-

ever thankful that God gave him that one last bit of energy to remove himself from a situation that he should have not 

been involved in the first place.  He went on to the trading post at Neame, traded his goods for the orders that he had and 

returned back home with his goods and especially 12 gallons of whiskey.  The Christmas of 1894 was especially festive in 

nature along Byrd’s Creek.  He said that as he came near the saloon on his return trip home, he tried not to even look that 

way in fear that someone would still be looking for him.  Several weeks later, it got out in the community about the fight 

and eventual death of a man at the saloon and unlike most events we witness in our life, we live to tell about them.  In this 

case, Lonnie kept the story to himself in fear that Pa Henry would find out and punish him.  It was only years later, after 

Pa Henry’s death, that he finally came forward and confessed his sin to Dempsey Haymon who then related it to me. 

 

Gene Haymon 

Heritage Corner Heritage Corner (from someone who lived it)(from someone who lived it)  
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Mary Ella Cryer, Essie Evelyn 

Craft & John Fredrick Craft. 

William Edward Powell 

New 

photos to 

share 
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 Located on the southwest corner of Peason Ridge is a site that is known to all the Heri-

tage Family members and local folks as the “Whiteland”.  This site is a tract of land which is 

made of clay, gumbo and, most of all, sandstone.  This land is not suitable for farming and very 

little will even grow there.  Only a few bunches of sage grass, a scrub pine or a yaupon and a 

myrtle bush may be seen at this site.  Believe it or not, this site has historical value. 

During September, 1941 over 470,000 Army troops invaded Louisiana and began the “Great 

Louisiana Maneuvers”.  These maneuvers were the largest ever held by the army.  Due to the 

large number of troops, they camped everywhere. The Whiteland was no exception.  The army 

unit arrived and set up camp at the location.  Pup tents were put up by the soldiers throughout 

the area.  During these days, each soldier was issued 2 wool army blankets to use while sleep-

ing.  As night fell, the troops not on guard duty crawled into their tents for some much needed 

rest.  The next morning at roll call, after reveille, one man was missing.  A quick search found 

him still curled up in his blankets.  As his sergeant attempted to rouse him, it was discovered he 

was dead.  A quick search of his blankets found the culprit in his death was a coral snake that 

had bitten the soldier while he slept.  Until this time, biologists had always claimed that the coral 

snake was not native to the state of Louisiana.  This unfortunate incident proved them wrong.  

Yes, the coral snake is a Louisiana native and it was found to be so at the Whiteland site lo-

cated on Peason Ridge.   

          By Rickey Robertson 

The Whiteland of  Peason Ridge The Whiteland of  Peason Ridge   

 

The Whiteland 
site is located 
near the SW 
corner of      
Peason Ridge. 

 This site is the 
location where 
the coral snake 
was first identi-
fied as being a 
native to        
Louisiana in 
1941. 
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Friends of  Fort Polk Vehicle Passes 

 

We will have registration available again this year at The Heritage Reunion for the gold,               

Friends of Fort Polk, vehicle passes. 

 

If you are interested in getting a sticker for your vehicle that will allow you easier access to                  

Fort Polk for one year or you already have a gold pass on your vehicle and would like to renew it                         

be prepared to provide the following information: 

 

Vehicle information: Year, Make, Model, Body Style, Color and Vehicle ID Number (VIN)  

(All of the above can be obtained from your vehicle’s registration) 

License Plate information: State, Number and Year 

Driver’s License information: State and Number 

Your Social Security Number 

Fill out the bottom portion of the inserted temporary vehicle pass page in this newsletter to expedite the 

process. 

Use the top portion of inserted page 12  on October 22nd and 23rd to get to 2011 Heritage Reunion. 

We will be extending this offer after October 22nd (Heritage Reunion date) at the Heritage Program office 

Horace WingateHorace Wingate  

 

This area we call Fort Polk has been a part of 

many lives for many years.  When the Heritage 

families were replaced with soldiers in 1941 some 

of the family members found work in the construc-

tion of Camp Polk.  Horace Wingate did just that. 

He was the head electrician at Fort Polk and 

worked at the POW camp that is now Honor 

Field, along with 13 other POW camps in the  

Louisiana and Southeast Texas area.   He even 

had a couple of the German POW soldiers work for 

him.  Horace recently paid a visit back to the 

place he spent so much time in the 1940’s           

remembering and  sharing.   

There will soon be a new kiosk erected at Honor 

Field showing what life was like at the POW 

Camp. 
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You may recognize the diagram above from our website (polkhistory.org),  The graves 

that have been marked in blue remain unidentified as of  yet.  If  you have any informa-

tion that can help us identify these graves, please contact Skip Cryer, Harold Johnson 

or Tami Narigon with The Fort Polk Heritage Project.  We will also set up a time to 

visit the cemetery, if  you would like. 

       Here’s how to  contact us. 

Skip Cryer : email : skip70634@aol.net 

Phone: 462-5249 

Harold Johnson: email : hrjohnson@earthlink.net 

  Cell Phone: 540-9301 

Tami Narigon: email : narigon.g.tami.ctr@us.army.mil 

  Phone 531-0916 

Do you know who they were?Do you know who they were?  



Directorate of Public Works 

Attn: Directorate of Public Works 

1647 23rd Street, Building 2515 

Ft Polk, LA 71459 

While making preparations for this year’s Heritage Reunion I have been looking back at the program over 

the last 5 years and something has caught my attention.  What was once an outreach from the United 

States Army to the Heritage Families is becoming a true Heritage Family program.  More and more fam-

ily members are getting involved and active in honoring and memorializing their own families that once 

lived on the range that is now Fort Polk.  Some family members are interviewing other family members,  

some are organizing and orchestrating the annual reunion(Heritage Day) and many are writing books and 

stories and articles to share.  I hope we are able to continue this involvement and progress to the next gen-

erations of the Heritage Family(ies). 

 

Tami Narigon 

Heritage Project resource Specialist 

                     Our goal is to  CAPTURE (your history) 
                                            ARCHIVE (for future generations) 
                                    and  SHARE (it with you and your family)    

Heritage Family Collection Heritage Family Collection  

Editorial Section Editorial Section  

Polkhistory.org Visit us at 


